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WATER-BORNE  FOREIGN  TRADE   OF  PRINCIPAL  PORTS 
JULY  AND  AUGUST,    1947 


Exports — Thousands  of  Long  tons 

Port 

August 
1947 

July 
1947 

Percent 
of  change 

TOTAL 

12,231 

10,154 

+20 

Newport  News . . . 

Philadelphia. . . 
New  Orleans .... 

1,354 

1,284 

1,250 

1,077 

677 

719 

443 

396 

5,03Q 

1,360 

1,183 

679 

754 
444 
738 
446 
291 
4,260 

+8 
+84 
+43 
+53 

-3 

-1 

+36 

+18 

Imports — Thousands  of  Long  tons 

Port 

August 
1947 

July 

1947 

Percent 
of  change 

Philadelphia. . . 

4,700 

5,029 

-7 

721 
712 
635 
290 
250 
197 
170 
134 
1,590 

1,107 
723 
742 
168 
330 
149 
63 
167 

1,581 

-35 

-2 

-14 

+74 

-24 

+33 

+168 

+10 

+1 

New  Orleans. . . . 

Exports— Millions  of  Dollars 

Port 

August 
1947 

July 
1947 

Percent 
of  change 

TOTAL 

New  Orleans. . . . 

Philadelphia. . . 

Norfolk 

Newport  News . . 
San  Francisco. 

899.1 

907.6 

-1 

491.8 
67.1 
42.9 

40.9 
25.7 
25.5 
24.7 
23.6 
156.9 

498.2 
70.6 
50.2 
36.5 
33.9 
13. S 
23.3 
29.2 

152.2 

-1 

-5 
-15 
+12 
-14 
+89 

+6 
-19 

+3 

Imports— Millions  of  Dollars 

Port 

August 
1947 

July 
1947 

Percent 
of  change 

TOTAL 

Philadelphia. . 
New  Orleans . . . 

311.7 

346. 

]       -10 

129.2 
32.8 
31.4 
24.8 
18.6 
11.5 
7.5 
6.2 
49.7 

177.8 

26.7 

34.5 

22.1 

21.3 

9.8 

6.4 

3.5 

44.0 

-27 
+22 
-9 
+  12 
-13 
+17 
+17 
+  77 
+13 

San  Francisco. 
Los  Angeles. . . 

Other 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Department  of  Commerce,  has  an- 
nounced today  that  the  water-borne  foreign  trade  of  the  United 
States  increased  by  12  percent  in  shipping  weight  but  decreased 
three  percent  in  value  from  15.2  million  long  tons  valued  at 
$1,254  million  during  July,  to  16.9  million  long  tons  valued  at 
$1,211  million  during  August.  From  July  to  August  combined  ex- 
port and  import  shipments  on  dry  cargo  vessels  rose  18  percent  in 
shipping  weight  but  declined  two  percent  in  value  while  tanker 
vessel  shipments  decreased  12  percent  in  shipping  weight  and  20 
percent  in  value. 

The  shipping  weight  of  water-borne  exports  increased  from 
10.2  million  long  tons  valued  at  $908  million  in  July  to  12.2 
million  long  tons  valued  at  $899  million  in  August.  Imports  dur- 
ing the  same  period  decreased  from  5.0  million  long  tons  ($346 
million)  to  4.7  million  long  tons  ($312  million). 


ATLANTIC  COAST  PORTS . —Atlantic  Coast  ports  in  August  accounted 
for  55  percent  of  the  shipping  weight  and  73  percent  of  the  value 
of  all  merchandise  exported  and  imported  by  vessel,  or  9,353,000 
long  tons  valued  at  $882  million.  This  represented  an  increase 
of  nine  percent  in  shipping  weight  and  a  decrease  of  four  percent 
in  value  from  the  July  totals  of  8,605,000  long  tons  and  $923 
million.  Atlantic  Coast  exports  increased  by  20  percent  in 
shipping  weight  from  4,993,000  long  tons  in  July  to  6,018,000 
long  tons  in  August,  while  imports  decreased  by  eight  percent 
from  3,612,000  long  tons  to  3,335,000  long  tons. 


GULF  COAST  PORTS.— Water-borne  trade  in  the  Gulf  Coast  area  in- 
creased in  shipping  weight  from  2,540,000  long  tons  ($197  million) 
in  July  to  2,599,000  long  tons  ($190  million)  in  August.  During 
the  same  period  exports  increased  by  eight  percent  from  1,939,000 
long  tons  to  2,101,000  long  tons.  In  contrast,  water-borne  im- 
ports dropped  17  percent  from  601,000  long  tons  to  498,000  long 
tons  from  July  to  August.  New  Orleans,  the  leading  Gulf  Coast 
port,  accounted  for  exports  and  imports  totaling  693,000  long 
tons  valued  at  $99  million. 

PACIFIC  COAST  PORTS.— Pacific  Coast  water-borne  foreign  trade  in- 
creased by  seven  percent  from  963,000  long  tons  ($102  million)  in 
July  to  1,033,000  long  tons  ($96  million)  in  August.  Exports  in 
this  area  Increased  in  shipping  weight  but  decreased  in  valua 
from  July  to  August,  while  Imports  rose  sharply  in  both  shipping 
weight  and  value  from  134,000  long  tons  ($19  million)  to  168,000 
long  tons  ($25  million) . 

GREAT  LAKES  PORTS  .—Exports  through  Great  Lakes  ports  increased 
36  percent  in  shipping  weight  and  41  percent  in  value  from 
2,377,000  long  tons  valued  at  $21  million  in  July  to  3,238,000 
long  tons  valued  at  $30  million  in  August.  Imports,  however,  de- 
creased slightly  in  both  weight  and  value. 

The  table  on  the  following  page  presents  the  shipping  weight 
of  the  water-borne  foreign  trade  of  the  United  States  during 
August  1947,  July  1947,  and  the  monthly  average  for  the  year  1946, 
by  type  of  vessel  and  by  coastal  area. 


Prepared  in  the  Foreign  In.ie  Division  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

rce3.7 


SHIPPING  WEIGHT   IN  THOUSANDS  OF  LONG  TONS 

TYPE  OF  VESSEL  AND  COASTAL  AREA 

Total  trade 

Exports 

Imports 

August 
1947 

July 
1947 

Monthly 

average 

1946 

August 
1947 

July 
1947 

Monthly 

average 

1946 

August 
1947 

July 
1947 

Monthly 

average 

1946 

16,931 

15,183 

10,127 

12,231 

10,154 

6,467 

4,700 

5,029 

13,893 
3,039 

9,353 
2,599 
1,033 
3,874 
71 

11,746 
3,437 

8,605 

2,540 

963 

3,015 

59 

7,224 
2,903 

5,617 
1,998 

656 
1,754 

103 

10,990 
1,241 

6,018 

2,101 

865 

3,238 

9 

8,705 
1,448 

4,993 

1,939 

830 

2,377 

15 

5,338 
1,129 

2,786 

1,672 

532 

1,462 

15 

2,902 
1,798 

3,335 

498 

168 

636 

62 

3,041 
1,988 

3,612 

601 

134 

638 

44 

2,831 

326 

292 

COVERAGE 

Export  figures  include  reexports  and  Lend-Lease  and  UNRRA  shipments,  trade  between  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and  Puerto  Rico  and 
foreign  countries,  and  shipments  to  United  States  government  agencies.  Excluded  from  export  figures  are  shipments  to  the  United 
States  armed  forces  abroad,  shipments  between  Continental  United  States  and  the  Territories  and  Possessions,  and  shipments  between 
the  Territories  and  Possessions.  Exports  by  vessel  are  credited  to  the  Customs  District  and  port  at  which  the  merchandise  was  laden. 

The  import  figures  are  general  imports  and  represent  the  total  of  imports  for  immediate  consumption  plus  entries  into 
Customs  bonded  storage  and  manufacturing  warehouses.  Imports  by  vessel  are  credited  to  the  Customs  District  and  port  at  which  the 
merchandise  was  unladen,  even  though  this  may  be  different  from  the  Customs  District  in  which  the  goods  are  entered  into  warehouses 
or  entered  for  immediate  consumption. 

Shipments  on  Army  or  Navy  operated  vessels  and  shipments  in  transit  through  the  United  States  from  one  foreign  country  to 
another  are  not  included  in  either  the  import  or  export  figures.  None  of  the  export  or  import  figures  have  been  adjusted  for  change 
in  price  level. 

The  data  presented  in  the  following  tables  are  preliminary  and  include  revisions  which  have  been  made  since  the  release 
of  data  for  July  1947. 


FOREIGN  TRADE  REPORTS  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS 

Summary  reports  showing  monthly  data  on  United  States  foreign  trade  are  issued  as  follows: 

FT  900  -  Overall  total  export  and  import  data;  no  country  or  commodity  detail. 

FT  930  -  Exports  and  imports  by  economic  classes  and  leading  commodities;  no  country  detail. 

FT  950  -  Exports  and  imports  by  countries  of  destination  and  origin;  no  commodity  data. 

FT  970  -  Foreign  trade  by  United  States  Customs  Districts;  no  commodity  or  country  data. 

FT  971  -  Air  shipments  in  foreign  trade  by  United  States  Customs  Districts  and  ports. 

FT  972  -  Water-borne  foreign  trade  by  United  States  Customs  Dietrict  and  ports. 

FT  973  -  Water-borne  foreign  trade  by  trade  area. 

FT  975  -  Entrances  and  clearances  of  vessels  by  United  States  Customs  Districts  and  areas. 

Additional  detailed  commodity  and  country  data  are  available  in  the  form  of  the  other  FT  reports 
A  catalog  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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